AL. 


VOL. XII NO. 31 


THE SOUTHERN 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints 


DECEMBER 2, 1953 


Must 


“¢ ... if we would contend, for the faith, we must seize upon 
every opportunity to let people know whéré-we~stand. When the 
Word of God is under fire, every silent Christian is counted with 
the enemy. Psalm 107:2 says: ‘Let the Redeemed of the Lord say 
so.” God honors such testimony in surprising ways. It bears more 
fruit than we have any idea it will. Too often the people in the pews 
take the attitude that the minister is paid to do the testifying and 
that there is no need for them to exert themselves in that direction. 
It is a great privilege to speak a word for Christ, and we must avail 
ourselves of the privilege in the home, in the circle of friends, in the 
office, in the church—wherever God gives an opportunity. If the 
Redeemed of the Lord would testify to their faith a little more fre- 
quently, perhaps it would be found that the true Church of Christ 
is far larger than it seems, and that Modernism has not gained the 


ground it supposes it has gained ... ” 
—J. Gresham Machen. 
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It Is To Weep! 


In a recent issue of the Presbyterian Outlook 
there is an editorial stating that some pro-union 
pastors have been intimidated by their people so that 
they cannot follow their convictions and take their 
stand on the Church Union Question. We wonder 
if there are real Presbyterian ministers of convic- 
tion who are being intimidated by their people eithe: 
of pro-union or anti-union convictions. 


In a letter sent to clerks of sessions by the above 
named paper they say: “The other day an Elder 
wrote us, saying: 


‘At our last Session meeting we had a very 
lengthy discussion on the Plan of Church 
Union. There was no one there who was well 
informed. All of the information we have re- 
ceived has been against Union and has been 


very inflammatory. Can you send us some in- 
formation favorable to Union?’ 


“Some people seem to feel that we are in a 
position to supply any quantity of material 
without charge. However, we cannot do this 
because we do not have the funds to make it 
possible. It would be very expensive. One group 
opposed to union, we understand, is providing 
a $98,000.00 budget to send material against 
union widely over the church. We have no 
such funds or high-pressure program and we 
know of no other group favoring Union with 
such funds or program.” 


A professor in one of our Theological Seminaries 
has through the years used his strong influence and 
position to further the cause of Church Union in 
every possible way. The result has been that many 
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of the men who have come under the influence and 
teaching of this professor now make up the prin- 
ciple leadership of the pro-union forces in our 
church. His salary has been paid by funds received 
from the entire supporting groups of the Seminary, 


most of whom we believe to have been opposed to 


union. 


Now we are seeing a spectacle such as our church 
has never heretofore witnesed. The Moderator of 
the 1953 Assembly has to date issued more moder- 
atorial letters than any of his predecessors. Some of 
these letters are strongly slanted toward the _ pro- 
union side. As a missionary of our church he has 
sought to create the impression that union will help 
greatly the cause of World Missions, despite the 
fact that our Executive Secretary and the majority 
of our missionaries feel otherwise. 


He, in company with the Moderators of the 
U.S.A. and U.P. Churches, has appeared in a num- 


ber of planned meetings in the principle cities of | 


our Southern Church and has plans for further 
meetings throughout the territory served by the 


U.S.A. and U.P. Churches. The office of our Gen- 


eral Council of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., has | 


been used to mimeograph and send out the moder- 
atorial letters. Let it be distinctly understood that | 


we have no criticism against our General Council 
for rendering this service. We are simply showing 
that this pro-union work of our Moderator, includ- 
ing his traveling expenses, is not being borne by 
the pro-union group alone but is being done at the 
expense of our whole church. 


The Presbyterian Outlook is mailing out a re- 
print of their editorial entitled “$98,000.00 to De- 
feat Union.” They are wondering why those who 
are opposed to union need so much money for one 
year's effort and are deploring the fact that they 
cannot carry on in this way. May we respectfull 
report that one of the reasons why consecrated lay- 
men of our church have had to raise this “over anc 
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above” figure to help to preserve their church is 
because of the fact that the pro-union group has 
th:ough the years largely financed their campaign 
from the benevolent funds of our church. Those 
who oppose union have paid their proportionate part 
of all the meetings of the committees on union, 
traveling expenses, hotel bills, printings of the vari- 
ous editions of the plan, etc. 


’e who oppose union did not start this fight, but 
it and distinctly understood that since 
it has been started we are in it right on down to 


the end. —H.B.D. 


The Moderator’s Letter 


To: Editors of the : 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Christian Observer 
Presbyterian Outlook 


Through your columns, may I emphasize certain 
important facts, related to study and discussion of 


the Plan of Union: 


1. The 1953 General Assembly instructed its 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation and Union to 
make further revisions in the Plan, based upon sug- 
gestions received to November 1, and in consulta- 
tion with the other two Churches. This work has 
been completed and the fourth revision in published 
form will be ready for circulation early next Febru- 
ary. 


2. This final revision will be submitted to the 
General Assembly of 1954. 


3. By unanimous vote of the 1953 General As- 
sembly the categorical question—approval or dis- 
approval of the Plan of Union—is docketed for con- 
sideration of the 1954 General Assembly. 


4+. An affirmative vote next year would send the 
Plan to the presbyteries for their advice and consent 
(three-fourths majority necessary for ratification). 
A negative vote would defeat the proposed Plan 
and open the way for other proposals (such as feder- 
ation rather than union, etc.). 


5. All the three General Assemblies affected by 
the Plan have docketed the question for 1954, 


6. It seems unlikely that the next General Assem- 
bly would reverse the action, docketing the Plan of 
Union, which was unanimously adopted by the 1953 
General Assembly. 


7. Our Permanent Committee on Union and Co- 
operation, at its meeting in Cincinnati last week, 


declined unanimously (with one abstention) to con- 
sider a suggestion that the vote on the Union Plan 
be postponed from 1954. 


8. The present three-way Plan is the result of 
sixteen years of negotiation, initiated by our General 
Assembly in 1937. Annual reports in regard to ne- 
gotiations and Plan have been made to our General 
Assembly. 

9. The General Assembly has authorized com- 
plete freedom of discussion “in accordance with the 
facts involved and in the light of Christian love and 
mutual forbearance.”’ Neither arguments for the 
Plan or against the Plan should be construed as agi- 
tation. 


10. Presbyteries are free to send any overtures 
they wish to the next General Assembly, but, in 
view of the parliamentary procedure unanimously 
authorized by the 1953 General Assembly, proposals 
to drop all plans for organic union before the ques- 
tion is taken up by the 1954 General Assembly 
would seem permature and unrealistic. 


1. The recommendations of the last General 
Assembly included these words, ‘“We are endeavor- 
ing to discover the will of God. For this reason the 
opinions and convictions of all who are qualified 
to speak in the church courts must be heard, not 
only with forbearance, but with gladness.” 

Faithfully yours, 
Frank W. Price, Moderator. 


Editor’s Comment: 


Dr. Price calls attention to the fact that the 1953 
General Assembly instructed its Permanent Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union to make further 
revisions in the Plan, based upon suggestions re- 
ceived by November Ist. 


Despite many hundreds of suggested changes for- 
warded to the Committee, by Presbyteries, Sessions 
and individuals, we are informed that practically 
every major suggestion was rejected and the Plan 
now being printed has only minor changes from the 
one submitted for examination by the church at 
large. 


In view of the fact that so little consideration has 
been given these suggestions, in view of the grave 
import to our church, and in view of the increasing 
unrest this entire discussion is causing in the church 
at large we do not feel that the Presbyteries will 
feel any hesitancy about making such overtures as 
they may deem advisable and sending them to the 


next General Assembly. —H.B.D. 
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Toward Rome? 


In the November 4th issue of this Journal we 
published an article by Dr. Albert J. Lindsey, pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church of Tacoma, 
Washington, entitled, “dre We Drifting Toward 
Rome?”. This was originally published in Presby- 
terian Life and was reprinted by permission. The re- 
action to the article, in both our church and in the 
U.S.A. Church, was, so far as the correspondence 
reveals, highly appreciative, those who wrote feel 
that just such definite tendencies are in evidence.* 


We have now received a request from Dr. Robert 
yj. Cadigan, Editor of Presbyterian Life, asking that 
we print the reply to this article, written by Dr. 
Robert McAfee Brown of Union Theological Sem- 
inary in New York, entitled, “We Are Not Drift- 


ing Toward Rome.” 


This is being done in the interest of fair play al- 
though some time ago Presbyterian Life refused to 
carry an advertisement for us for a pamphlet on 
“Baptism by Sprinkling,” by Dr. Ben L. Rose of 
Bristol, which has been so widely used within the 
bounds of our own church, stating that the subject 
was “too controversial.’’ Also, Presbyterian Life de- 
clined to publish a reply to Dr. Brown’s article, 
written by Dr. Lindsey. 


We are asking Dr. Lindsey to submit to us a 
reply to this article by Dr. Brown. In the meantime 
we must admit that Dr. Brown’s statement con- 
tains some amazing observations which, in our judg- 
ment, confirm rather than disprove Dr. Lindsey’s 
original article. 


We do not believe many in our church will sub- 
scribe to the statement that “in Christ’ and “in 
the Christian Church” are “one and the same 
thing.” This is a bald statement of “churchiolatry”’ 
of the first water, which would give to the Church 
an authority reserved for Christ, the Great Head 
of the Church. Such a distinction is clearly recog- 
nized in the Confession of Faith. A 


Under “2,” one has but to read the multiplied 
“pronouncements” of the National Council and the 
World Council to realize that they do presume to 
speak for Protestantism as a whole, and often with 
a voice from which evangelical Protestantism is 
forced to dissent. While divisions within Protestant- 
ism, flippantly referred to as “sects and insects,” 
are often unfortunate, the deplorable fact is that the 
ecumenical movement itself depends for its very 
existence on a willingness to play down the essential 
facts of Christianity for the sake of an outward 
ecclesiastical unity. WHAT PROTESTANTISM NEEDS 
TODAY IS A REAFFIRMATION OF THE GREAT DOC- 
TRINES OF CHRISTIANITY, DOCTRINES TO BE BE- 


LIEVED AND TO BE TRANSLATED INTO LIVES, REGARD- — 


LESS OF THE NUMBER WHO MAY BE WILLING TO 
ADHERE TO SUCH A REAFFIRMATION. We believe 
that only then can any ecumenical movement really 
receive the full blessing and power of God and His 
Spirit. 
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With regard to “neo-orthodoxy,” referred tc in 
‘*3,” we feel the root of our trouble is found r zht 
there,—belief in the Bible as “containing the w rd 
of God,” rather than the historic belief and -til] 
valid contention that the Bible zs the Word of God. 
This has been discussed in an article in this Jour val, 
entitled ‘‘Neo-Orthodoxy and Evangelical Chris 
tianity,” now reprinted and available to those who 
wish it. Incidentally, it is interesting that the 
Journal office has received, and is receiving, orders 
for thousands of copies of this reprint, even for use 
in theological seminaries. 


Regarding Part ‘4’ of Dr. Brown’s article, we 
feel that Dr. Lindsey’s position has been fully proved 
by the recent statement of the General Council of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Here we | 
have not only centralization of authority but a use 
of this authority in the church-wide and nation-wide 
circulation of a statement which has shocked men 
inside and outside the church, a statement which 
many feel is designed unwittingly, but nevertheless 
surely, to play directly into the hands of the enemies 
of our nation. 


Finally, under ‘5,’ Dr. Brown replies to Dr. 
Lindsey’s observations about the trends toward 
liturgical worship. As has been observed in the | 
pages of this Journal before, we deplore this ten- | 
dency to formality in worship which lays increasing | 
emphasis on unPresbyterian architecture, forms and 
“aids to worship.” We deplore the increasing use 
of candles, pictures and the like, in our young peo- 
ple’s work. Recognizing the need for great emphasis 
on the dignity, solemnity and sanctity of worship, 
we believe such is attained by a renewed emphasis 
on the spiritual aspects of worship and not on out- 
ward forms and symbols. 


In our judgment Dr. Lindsey’s article pointed 
up trends which are in evidence in his own church, 
and also in ours. We believe that church history 
reveals that as a church loses spiritual power it turns 
more and more to these very things to which Dr. 
Lindsey refers, using them as stimuli to the out- 
ward senses, where the real need is a deepening of | 
the sense of spiritual values and a dependence on a 
real conception of the majesty, holiness, justice, love 


and mercy of God, as revealed in His Word through — 


the Holy Spirit. 


The tendencies to which Dr. Lindsey refers are 
characteristic of much to be found in contemporary 
Protestantism and we believe they are the result of 
a departure from faith in both the integrity and the | 
authority of the Word of God. Such faith has been | 
the basis, the life and the power of the Church. It 
still remains just that for those who are willing 
to humble their hearts and their minds and say, 
“Lord I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” 

| —L.N.B. 


*For the sake of clarity we feel it necessary to 
reprint Dr. Lindsey’s article in this issue, followed 
by Dr. Brown’s reply. 
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Are We Drifting Toward Rome? 
By Albert J. Lindsey 


Pastor - First Presbyterian Church 
Tacoma ... Washington 


This is not to be interpreted in any sense of the 
term as criticism, but the honest, personal observa- 
tion of a man who considers himself a loyal Pres- 
byterian. The writer was born in a Presbyterian 
family of long standing, baptized in the Presby- 
terian Church in which he has maintained all of 
his life a close and intimate contact, a graduate of 
a Presbyterian theological seminary, and one who 
dearly loves the Church and is proud of his Pres- 
byterian heritage. 


As I look out over the Church, am | alone and 
wrong when [ say there seems to be clear warning 
signals that we are unconsciously moving toward 
Rome? What are the signs which seem to me to 
point in that direction ? 


I. A Strange And 


Questionable Emphasis 


A strange emphasis was noted in various messages 
at our recent 165th General Assembly that salvation 
is two-fold, in that it is not only necessary to get a 
man to Christ, but also that he must be regimented 
into loyalty to his Church. This thought was ex- 
pressed again and again. While it is understood that 
education for church loyalty and service is of su- 
preme importance, yet never should it be put on a 
par with faith in Christ. The Word of God has set 
forth repeatedly the fact that salvation comes by 
faith in Jesus Christ. It is still true, as Paul said to 
the Philippian jailor, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 
Emphasis on church loyalty is necessary, but cer- 
tainly not as a basis of salvation. Such a sign points 
clearly toward Rome. 


Il. The Overemphasis And 
Excitement About The 
Ecumenical Movement 


One might think, judging from the loud cries 
for church union, “that we be one,” that this is the 
sole gospel of the Christian Church. While not ad- 
verse to many of the principles of church union and 
readily recognizing its value, yet I wonder if this 
centralization of power, tied in with the blueprint 
of future plans, is not also a directional sign point- 
ing to planned policies like those of Rome. 


Ill. The Growing Emphasis 
Of Neo-Orthodoxy 


More popular today than ever before is the posi- 
tion which denies the full integrity and authority 
(plenary verbal inspiration) of the Holy Word of 
God. If such a policy is followed to its logical con- 
clusion, it would tend to weaken the Bible as the 
infallible Book, the Word of Almighty God. It 
opens the door for men to take undue liberty and 
to interpret loosely and somewhat independently 
the “thus saith the Lord.” Let us not forget that 
our final authority rests in a book, the Bible, while 
that of Rome rests upon a man, the Pope. How 
many seminaries do we have today in our Church 
that emphasize strongly the full verbal plenary 
inspiration of the Bible? The ultimate then is that 
there cometh forth a generation of preachers who 
do not maintain the old position of verbal inspira- 
tion. Eventually the Book then ceases to be the final 
authority, and, like the practice of Rome, something 
else, whether it be tradition or ecclesiastical lord- 
ship, becomes the deciding factor. Before you become 
too critical of my interpretation of this directional 
sign, go back down through the pages of history and 
read carefully the record of what has always hap- 
pened when men have turned from the verbal in- 


spiration of God’s Word. 
IV. The Sign Of Increasing 


Regimentation 


It was recently stated by one of our Presbyterian 
churchmen “that the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 
today is a middle-of-the-road church, and that there 
are no extreme leftists or rightists . . . we got rid 
of that group a few years ago and now, as a middle- 
of-the-road church, we ought to be able to go ahead 
and do things.”’ This seems to be a true statement, 
but I dare to ask, could it not also be an unhealthy, 
unfortunate situation ? Regimentation has its definite 
advantages, but it also has a way of robbing an in- 
stitution of its most vital possession, the freedom of 
men to think and speak. ‘This also seems to be a 
clear signpost pointing toward Rome. 


Many will be surprised at the above observation 
and yet, from Presbyterians across our nation, | 
have been amazed at some of the things I have 
heard. Men have told me confidentially of things 
they have felt, but could not express, because to do 
so would mean ecclesiastical suicide. Seemingly an 
ecclesiastical lordship has made some men afraid to 
open their mouths. Please do not, misunderstand 
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me. We must have some such system as we now 
have in our Ministerial Relations Committees. 
However, through these committees and the execu- 
tive secretaries of some of our Synods, a situation 
very similar to that of the bishops of the Methodist 
Church has come into existence. Men have told me 
that certain executive secretaries hold largely key 
positions of recommending or discouraging many 
pastoral relationships, and have frankly told them 
because they did not do certain things they would 
do all in their power to keep them from being dis- 
missed from their Presbytery or be received into 
another if and when a call came for their services. 
Such a picture is tragic indeed and can only lead 
to a spiritually anemic ecclesiasticism that will have 
but a few steps left en route to Rome. 


V. The High Church 


Liturgies 


‘Then, too, there are those concerned over what 
might be called the high-church liturgies. Some have 
decided misgivings at the virtual note of priestly 
absolution in the formal pravers. In practice at least 
the denomination seems to be taking a position op- 
posed to free prayers. This would be somewhat in 
line with such previous articles appearing in Mon- 
day Morning under the titles ““We Need a Protes- 
ant Mass” and “I Wear a Clerical Collar.’ Cer- 


tainly Rome must look with favor upon all of this. 


VI. But We Still Have 


Freedom 


However, on the other side of the ledger, let us 
rejoice and give credit to the fine leadership of our 
Church in its drafting and adoption of the report of 
the special committee on the memorial from the 
Presbytery of Los Angeles at the 165th General 
Assembly meeting in Minneapolis. I quote from 
this report: 


‘There can be nothing wrong with seeking, even 
actively, to promote within the Church any point 
of view, however much in the minority its adherents 
may be, provided only that the viewpoint is not anti- 
Scriptural and that the method of promotion is not 
destructive. Freedom of preaching, freedom of in- 
vestigation, freedom of publishing, freedom of action 
are utterly necessary in any Church which professes 
to seek to follow God and not men... . We need, 
therefore, the criticism of our Christian brethren 
upon everything which we do in the Church. More 
than once in the history of the Presbyterian Church 


Hold Their Attention with 


in the United States of America, a minority group 
has at length been able to lead the majority into 
better ways.” (p. 140, Blue Book, 1953). 


This is a true, Biblical, and Presbyterian state- 
ment for which we can give thanks and take cour 
age. 


Someone has said that ‘Protestantism is being 
‘schooled’ back to Rome, and for fear of Commun- 
ism, will marry her.” No thoughtful person can 
completely ignore such a statement. While the situ- 
ation, of course, is not nearly as acute as it was in 
the days of Martin Luther, yet, if we look carefully, 
we see the handwriting over against the wall, and, 
in the judgment of this humble preacher, it is time 
to ask, is there a Luther, a Knox, a Calvin, a Wy- 
cliffe, a Huss, a Savonarola in the room! 

—Presbyterian Life. 


We Are Not Drifting Toward Rome 


A Reply To Albert J. Lindsey 
By Robert McAfee Brown 


Assistant Professor 
Union Theological Seminary 


At the same time that I express thanks to the 
Reverend Albert J. Lindsey for the forthrightness 
of his statement, “Are We Drifting “Toward 
Rome?” (PRESBYTERIAN LiFe, August 8, 1953, 
page 33), 1 would like to take vigorous exception to 
his conclusions. Mr. Lindsey lists five areas in which 
he thinks that Presbyterianism is on the road to 
Rome, or, in other words, wrong. Mr. Lindsey also 
makes it very clear that for him, “‘our final author- 
ity rests in a book, the Bible.’’ While | would want 
to amend that statement to say that our final au- 
thority is Jesus Christ whom we meet in the Bible, 
I am willing for the moment to argue on Mr. Lind- 
sey’s chosen ground. It is my contention that the 
new directions of Protestant interest about which 
Mr. Lindsey is unhappy are all directions in which 
Protestantism has been led precisely because it is 
now taking the Biblical message with fresh urgency 
and seriousness. Let me try to spell out this con- 
tention by a brief look at each of Mr. Lindsey’s con- 
cerns. 


Mr. Lindsey is worried by the emphasis which 
puts loyalty to the Church on a par with loyalty to 
Jesus Christ. Let me counter with the suggestion 
that one of the happiest results of recent New 
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Jestament scholarship has been the rediscovery of 
the fact that Christianity is not spiritual individual- 
ism, but that to be “in Christ” and to be “in the 
Christian Church” are one and the same thing. Paul 
did not leave isolated Christians scattered across 
the Roman Empire. He established Christian com- 
munities, where the ‘fellowship of believers’? was a 
reality. When people were converted to Christ, 
they were at the same time converted to Christian 
community. A solitary Christian was a contradiction 
in terms. The person who says that he believes in 
Christ, but denies that by that profession he is im- 
plicated in the Church of Christ, has missed the 
point of Biblical faith. 


2. Mr. Lindsey is also disturbed at the “overem- 
phasis and excitement about the ecumenical move- 
ment,’ which he (mistakenly, I believe) defines as 
a “centralization of power’ leading to “planned 
policies like those of Rome.’’ Now this is first of 
all a misrepresentation of the ecumenical movement. 
If anything has emerged with clarity concerning the 
World Council of Churches, it has been the con- 
stant reiteration of the fact that the World Council 
is in no sense to be considered as a “‘super Church.”’ 
To talk of “centralization of power” or “planned 
policies like those of Rome’”’ is simply not relevant 
to the contemporary ecumenical movement. 


In the second place, from the standpoint of Bib- 
lical faith, there are few things more worth getting 
excited about than the ecumenical movement. No 
one who looks at the hundreds of divisive “sects 
and insects” in modern Protestanism can feel that 
this is what Jesus had in mind when he prayed con- 
cerning his followers ‘‘that they all may be one.” 
And after 400 years of disunity and schism, it is a 
cause for joy that Protestants have begun to realize 
that such a state of affairs is a scandal and a sin. 
In the New ‘Testament period, there was one 
Church, which had various “stations” at Corinth, 
Ephesus, Jerusalem, and so forth. And while the 
sins of centuries of disunity have gone too deep to 
expect that the ecumenical movement can or should 
restore that situation, surely Christians everywhere, 
who are faithful to the Biblical understanding of 
the Church, should rejoice at every advance of the 
ecumenical movement and give it wholehearted 


support. 

3. Mr. Lindsey is unhappy about “the growing 
emphasis ‘of neo-orthodoxy.”’ ‘To me, this is the 
strangest of his charges. For, although I am never 
sure just what “‘neo-orthodoxy”’ is supposed to be, | 
am quite confident that I do it no injustice if I 
characterize it as (among other things) a return to 
Biblical theology. After the decades when liberalism 
drifted farther and farther away from a Biblical 
base, neo-orthodoxy appeared as a clarion call to 
return to the Biblical basis of Christian faith. No 
movement in the life of recent Protestantism has 
done more to restore the Bible to centrality in 
Christian preaching, worship, and living; and if the 
Bible is again being taken seriously, neo-orthodoxy 
must be given a large share of the credit. No one 
who reads Barth, Brunner, or Niebuhr can escape 
this fact. And if Mr. Lindsey is seriously looking 
to see whether there is ‘‘a Luther, a Knox, a Calvin, 
a Wycliffe, a Huss, a Savonarola in the room,” | 
sugzest that he look to these men, along with such 
Presbyterian prophets as Dr. George Buttrick or 
our moderator, Dr. John Mackay. 


To be sure, this movement does not meet Mr. 
Lindsey’s demand that the Bible be interpreted in 
terms of “plenary verbal inspiration.”” However, the 
Biblical revelation of God shows us a God who acts, 
who reveals himself in events, rather than in the im- 
parting of information about himself. And so neo- 
orthodoxy (rightly, I believe) has misgivings about 
“plenary verbal inspiration,” since it always runs 
the danger of leading us to believe in statements 
about God, rather than in God himself. It is not, 
therefore, necessarily the case that the cloven hoof 
of modernism has captured neo-orthodox theology 
when its advocates claim to “take the Bible seriously 
but not literally.”” This approach is what seems to 


the neo-orthodox to be demanded by the character 


of the Biblical God. Jesus asked us to believe in 
him, not in statements about him. 


+. Mr. Lindsey may be correct in his fourth 
point, that there is an increasing centralization in 
church government. And if there are men who must 
be quiet because to speak their minds would be “‘ec- 
clesiastical suicide,” I deplore the situation as heart- 
ily as he, and would point the finger at wickedness 
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in high places just as probingly. But without clear- 
cut evidence that this is the case (and, if it is, the 
Church at large should be presented with the facts). 
I beg leave to point out that a certain amount of 
“centralization” is inevitable in an organization as 
large as the Presbyterian Church. We cannot turn 
the clock back to the ecclesiastical anarchy of a few 
generations ago. 


We must also examine the claim that ‘There are 
no extreme leftists or rightists’ in our Church. If 
we are a “middle-of-the-road church,’ no more 
damning indictment could be spoken against those 
who are supposed to inherit the title of “‘upsetters 
of the world.” But, if we take prophetic Biblical 
faith seriously, let us insist that there must be less 
‘“‘middle-of-the-roaders,” less “‘safe’’ preachers, less 
“satished” laymen in our Church, if we are to speak 
with any relevance to a chaotic, revolutionary age. 
I would hope that Mr. Lindsey and | could shake 
hands on that. 


‘5. Finally, Mr. Lindsey is worried about ‘the 
high-church liturgies.””. The minister sounds too 
much like a priest when he pronounces the words of 
absolution, too many men are wearing clerical 
collars, and so forth. Now a careful examination of 
the words of absolution in the Book of Common 
Worship will make clear that it is not the minister 
who is forgiving sins. The minister is announcing 
the fact that God forgives sins. It is a proclamation 
of the good news, of the Biblical gospel of grace and 
redemption. With regard to the clerical collars, let 
me say that when I wear the clerical collar (and 
Geneva bands) in public worship, I do so not be- 
cause I have any suppressed yearnings after Rome, 
but precisely to recall both to myself and my congre- 
gation that distinctly Protestant heritage in which 
we all stand. I am trying to drive home the fact 
that we have a tradition, that I am continuing a 
custom practiced by John Calvin in Geneva, and 
that, when | get up to preach, I am not just an in- 


dividual who has patched together a sermon out of 
Reader’s Digest jokes, but that I am to expound the 
Word of God relevantly to my day, just as Calvin 
and the other Reformers attempted to do in thir 
day. 


Far, then, from being ‘‘Romish” tendencies, these 
examples of “high churchiness” are simply ways in 
which Protestants today attempt to assert their own 
distinctive heritage—a heritage which has at the 
heart of it the gospel of the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ, made available to all men. 


The things, then, that Mr. Lindsey is _ upset 
about are, I suggest, precisely the things for which 
modern Presbyterians, who take the Bible seriously, 
should rejoice. Each of his comments is a variation 
on the theme that we are elevating the Church to a 
place of great prominence. It seems to me that this 
is just what the Bible demands that we do, and that, 
in a world so tragically lacking in community, we 
must demonstrate that the distinctive Christian 
community of the Church is not only relevant but 
supremely important. If this be heresy, then I am 
afraid I must ask Mr. Lindsey and readers of 
PRESBYTERIAN LIFE to make the most of it. 


Finally, I am disturbed at the implication. that 
anything that leads “in the direction of Rome” is 
per se wrong. Just because we believe that Roman 
Catholicism distorts the go:pel at some point is no 
reason to believe that she does so at all points. It is 
just possible that we can learn from the virtues of 
Roman Catholicism, as well as profit by what seem 
to us to be her errors. If we do certain things, for 
Biblical and Protestant reasons, which turn out to 
be coincidental practices of the Roman Catholic 
branch of Christendom, let us, instead of being 
frightened by that fact and withdrawing in dismay, 
rejoice that we are sharing in an area of life with 
those who, when all is done and said, are our broth- 
ers in Christ. —Presbyterian Life. 
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Communists Applaud 


U.S.A. Presbyterians 

The Communist Daily Worker has given front 
page applause to the recent Statement adopted by 
the General Council of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. What is it in this Statement that the Com- 
munists are so happy about? Its main thrust is to 
the effect that while Communism is a serious threat 
to our country, preoccupation with the threat of 
Communism is robbing us of basic human rights 
through Congressional inquiries. While there is 
much in it with which all Christians will agree, it 
makes such amazing statements as the following: “A 
subtle but potent assault upon basic human rights is 
now in progress . . . Despite the lofty idealism of 
many of our national leaders, truth is being subtly 
and silently dethroned by prominent public figures 
from the position it has occupied hitherto in our 
American tradition. . . . In the interests of propa- 
ganda, truth is deliberately distorted or remains 
unspoken.”’ But no proof is given for any of these 
blanket charges. 


We agree with Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of 
The Christian Herald, that ‘“‘this statement renders 
a distinct disservice to the Christian Church, to any 
Protestant faith, to American freedom and to the 
unity of all free peoples and of all who would be 
free’ (page 3). It is no wonder that the Communist 
Daily Worker delights in this Statement. There is 
nothing the Communists would like better than to 
have attacks diverted from them to Congressional 
investigating Committees and others who are seek- 
ing to discover and to end their infiltrations into 
our government and our society. If any of you, our 
readers, imagine that Congressional Investigating 
Committees, and not the Communists, are our real 
enemies, be sure to read the report of the Subcom- 
mittee to Investigate the Administration of the In- 
ternal Security Act on “Interlocking Subversion in 
Government Departments.” That report is both 
sickening and frightening in its evidence that Com- 
munism has successfully penetrated the United 
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States government, and that this penetration has not 
yet been fully exposed. This is not the time to attack 
the duly constituted agencies of our federal govern- 
ment which are trying to rid our country of sub- 
versives. Can one look at the worldwide scene of 
Communist aggression and intrigue abroad and at 
home and not realize the need of being awake to this 
peril to our faith and our freedoms ? 


—The Church Herald. 


Former Communist Scores 


Presbyterian Statement 


New York (RNS) — A former member of the 
Communist Party took issue here with a recent plea 
by the General Council of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.A. that the conference method be used 
in settling disputes with enemies of the United 
States. Criticism of the Presbyterian appeal was 
voiced by Herbert A. Philbrick before more than 
300 Protestant pastors and laymen at a luncheon 
here. Now a New York newspaper columnist, Mr-. 
Philbrick was in the Communist Party movement 
for nine years from 1940 to 1949 as an undercover 
ayent for the FBI. “It is not the business of Chris- 
tians to have anything to do with red fascist dic- 
tators,” he declared. “Our business must be with 
their victims.”’ 


Mr. Philbrick quoted from a section of the 2500- 
word “‘Letter to Presbyterians” issued a few days 
earlier by the General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. The section said: “Let us 
always be ready to meet around a conference table 
with rulers of Communist countries. There should 
be no reluctance to employ the conference method 
to the full in the settling of disputes with our coun- 
try’s enemies. Let us beware of the cynical attitude 
which prevails in certain official circles to regard 
as a forlorn hope any negotiated solution of the 
major issues which divide mankind . . . We must 
take the risk, and even the initiative, of seeking 
face-to-face encounter with our enemies. We should 
meet them officially, whatever their ignominious 
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record, and regardless of the suffering they may 
have caused us.” 


Recounting his experiences inside the Communist 
Party in Massachusetts, Mr. Philbrick told his 
audience that “the clergy has the most important 
task of any group in the country” in the struggle 
against Communism. “‘You are in the front line 
trenches, you are the major target of the Commun- 
ist Party,” he said. Mr. Philbrick declared that the 
“Communist conspiracy is many things, and one of 
the things it is,” he added, “is a carefully contrived 
mechanism in order to confuse the human mind. As 
Christian leaders,” he said, “you have the job of 
keeping the facts straight, of keeping your own 
thinking clear . . . Christianity is our hope, our 
only hope of averting a world-wide, catastrophic 


war. 


Describing the functions of the Young Commun- 
ist League, of which he was a member, Mr. Phil- 
brick said that its major purpose was “to take 
average, decent young people and go to work on 
their minds, hearts and souls to change them into 
hardened, disciplined, steeled Communists.’’ He said 
he wished Sunday-school teachers were as well pre- 
pared as Party members who served as instructors 
in Communist doctrine. ‘““They knew all the an- 
swers, made everything add up,” he said. He added 
that “the vast majority of the young people who 
joined the League got out when they learned its 
true purpose.” 


During a brief question and answer period, Mr. 
Philbrick was asked if many Communist leaders 
were active in local churches. ‘I’m sorry to say the 

answer is yes,” he replied, but he did not elaborate 
on his answer. | 


—The Church Herald. 
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“Counsellor” 


“And His name shall be called W onderful, Cou.- 
sellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace.’’—Isaiah 9 :6b. 


These first two names may be taken as one-- 
‘‘Wonderful Counsellor’’—but I would like to treat 
them as two, following the King James Version. 
He is a wonderful Counsellor. A counsellor is more 
than a Teacher; he is one who advises, as well as 
teaches. Jesus was well known as “Rabbi,” or Teach- 
er. There are several qualifications which make one 
a counsellor. 


1. A real Counsellor must have the Wisdom to 
know. Does Jesus have this? The answer is easy; 
‘In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.”’ Think of all the libraries, all the mu- 
seums, all the colleges and universities, all the wise 
men of the world; think of all the wisdom of the 
Past, Present, or Future and remember that all is 
an open book to Him! He also knows what is in 
man; He can read the very thoughts which pass 
through the minds of those who consult Him. This 
comes out often in His contact with his adversaries 
who were trying to catch Him with their questions. 


2. A Real Counsellor must have the Willingness 
to Listen, to be patient with those who wish his 
advice. There are some very learned men who are 
unapproachable; they have no time or patience to 
deal with ordinary men. Is our Saviour willing to 
listen while we tell Him our problems, our troubles, 
our sins? We have only to read the story of His 
life to find our complete answer; “it was always 
‘Yes,’ with Him.’’ Sometimes men say “yes” and 
sometimes, ‘‘no,” and sometimes, “Come again when 
I am not so busy.” But the Wonderful Counsellor 
was never too busy or too weary to hear those who 
came to ask His help. Be the enquirer a Nicodemus, 
or a woman of Samaria, He took the time and 
trouble to advise them as to what must be done. 


3. d Real Counsellor must be able to speak, and 
speak with authority; and Jesus always spoke as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. Today we 
seek the counsel of ‘experts,’ of men who are sup- 
posed to know, and be able to speak with authority. 
“This is my well-beloved Son; hear Him,” said 
the voice from heaven. He is the “Expert” from 


God. 


A Counsellor must also have experience. Jesus 
dealt with all sorts.of people; He healed all manner 
of sickness and disease; and in just the same way, 
He spoke to the needs of all those who came; “(Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.’’ His sympathy matches His ex- 
perience in this great invitation. —J.K.P. 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 36 
How Simple! 


There are two very remarkable facts in person 
to person evangelism. One is the simplicity of it, 
making it effective. Of course we are not forgetting 
that the Holy Spirit is the One who makes it effec- 
tive; but He uses our simplest processes. If the 
effort becomes complex it is because we make it so. 
In our imagination we erect barriers, then either try 
to hurdle them, or look at them timorously and give 
up the quest. It would be better to keep reminding 
ourselves that God works the miracle of conviction 
and conversion, and that He requires us to do only 
that which is within the limits of our native ability. 
A certain brushless shaving cream advertisement 
said: ‘Just smear it on your face with your fingers; 
it is a simple process ; don’t make it complicated.”’ 

The other remarkable fact is: how marvelous a 
thing can be accomplished with the investment of so 
little talent or skill. There is no greater achieve- 
ment than winning a soul to Christ and we want 
to put our very best into the effort. Yet, our best 
seems so inadequate. We might be mistaken as to 
what is our best. Even a personal worker’s awkward- 
ness may prove to be an asset, instead of a liability, 
because awkwardness and earnestness often go to- 
gether. They may make an impression followed by a 
decision, where a glib tongue and a cocksure manner 
would fail. In no other realm of human endeavor 
is it possible to produce a yield so great with so lit- 
tle investment. 

In a meeting out West one Monday night this 
writer was talking about personal work, and to 
emphasize the two facts stated above, said that even 
a little child could be used of the Lord to win a 
soul to Christ, and gave two or three examples. 
There was a little girl nine years old in the audi- 
ence. On the way home she reminded her mother 
that she and father had said Miss Thomas was not 
a member of any church. Miss ‘Thomas was the 
little girl’s teacher in the 4th grade. After a few 
moments silence, she said, “Mama do you suppose 
1 could ask Miss Thomas to be a Christian?” 
Mother replied, ‘““Well, you might try.” Miss 
Thomas lived just across the street from the little 
girl’s home. ““Mama, if Miss Thomas’ light is 
burning when we reach home would you let me go 
to her door and ask her?” Mother consented, and 
sure enough the light shone in Miss Thomas’ win- 
dow. She was grading examination papers. 


Mother. waited at her own door while the little 


girl yan across the street and knocked. at Miss 
Thomas’ door. ‘Teacher was surprised to see her 
little pupil there, but greeted her kindly and invited 


her in. Shyly the little girl said, “No, Miss Thomas, 


' can’t stay, but I just came over to ask you to let 
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Jesus be your Saviour.’”” Miss Thomas patted the 
child on the cheek and thanked her and bade her 
good night, but going back to the examination 
papers she couldn’t get her mind on them. The 
child in her simplicity and frankness had upset her 
work. She went to bed, but not to sleep. 

The result was that Miss Thomas sought out 
the Methodist pastor the next day, told him she 
had accepted Jesus Christ as her Saviour. She was 
baptized and received the next night at the mid- 
week service. Thus the “first fruits” of a Presby- 
terian revival service was gathered into a Methodist 
church three blocks away. 

. and a little child shall lead them.” \saiah 
11:6. How simple ! 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13 


Background Scripture: Matthew 6:9; 22: 
34-40; Acts 10; 17:24-28; Romans 10:12-13; 
Galatians 2:11-14; 3:28. Devotional Read- 
ing: Acts 17:24-31. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


One Human Race 


This is a most appropriate lesson for our divided, and torn and bleeding world. ‘The scenes at the United 
Nations meetings remind us of a lot of growling and snarling dogs rather than a family gathering of people 
who are kin to each other. They say, however, that a family row is the worst sort of row. Those who are 
closely related, even brothers and sisters, often hate and devour one another. This is but another evidence of 
the depravity of man. As we listen and read there certainly seems to be little appreciation of the fact that 


God has made of one blood all the peoples of the 
earth. The vision of Daniel in chapter seven de- 
scribes for us the beastly character of the kings and 
kingdoms of this world. The lion, the bear, the 
leopard, and the terrible beast with the ten horns, 
all are descriptive of the nature of unregenerate 
mankind. These beasts cannot change their beastly 
nature; it takes the almighty power of God to cause 
“the leopard to change his spots”; and it takes the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit to turn these 
beasts into men who love each other and are ready 
to live at peace with one another. The one thing 
which is needed to turn the United Nations into 
a success is a complete change of heart on the part 
of the men who compose this body. Otherwise the 
“beasts” will continue to fight each other, even 
though it may be called a “Peace Table.’”’ The one 
prayer that we need to pray for this Assembly is 
for this regenerating touch of the Spirit of God. 


Men are foolish to expect people to live together 
as one family, in peace and love, until they have 
been “born again.” It is still true today, as in Jesus’ 
time: Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God. No amount of education, 
civilization, and culture; no laws and rules and 
regulations, can do this. The simple fact, so plainly 
stated by our Master to the Jews (see John 8:44) 
is, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. He is a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him.” It is true that we are all 
“of one blood,” but the blood stream has been in- 
fected with the loathsome disease, SIN, and until 
that is cured there can be no real brotherhood amony 
men. It is true that we were created “in the image 
ot God,” but that image has been so marred by sin 
that it can hardly be recognized. It is true, tou, as 
we sometimes sing, Down in the human heart, 
crushed by the tempter, Feelings lie buried which 
grace can restore. It takes GRACE to restore fallen 
man; he cannot save himself. He has been led cap- 
tive by sin and Satan. He must be redeemed, ran- 
somed, by the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, before 
he can be made a citizen of the kingdom and a child 
ot God. He must be “brought nigh by the blood of 
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Christ.” There is need for some clear thinking along 
these lines; much of the thinking is crooked. 


I. Our Father; GOD: 
Matthew 6:9; 22:34-40. 


Jesus taught the disciples to address God as “Our 
Father.” He is the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and all Christians are His children. 
As many as received Him, to them gave He the 
power to become the sons of God, even as many 
as believe - - who are - - born of God. (see John 


1:12, 13). This is a prayer for believers to pray, not 


for unbelieving, unregenerate men. It is mockery 
for a man to say “our Father,” and not believe on 
Him or love Him. : 


The two selections noted above belong together. 
When we love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as our- 
selves, we can pray this prayer. A man, however, 
who does not stand in the right relation to either 
God or men, cannot use these endearing terms. 


There is a great deal of foolish thinking about 
what we glibly call ‘the Fatherhood of God and the 
Brotherhood of man.’’ He who hates his brother 
and comes to God with an “Our Father’ on his 
lips is worse than a liar; he is a double liar. We 
will have to love both God and man before we can 
pray the Lord’s Prayer or even begin to pray it. 
The family of God is bound together with a strong 
tie—LOVE. If we hate and devour one another we 
still bear the beastly nature of a child of the devil, 
and not a child of God. 


II. God is no Respecter of Persons: 
Acts 10; 17:24-28. 


There existed a barrier of racial prejudice be- 
tween the Jew and the Gentile which had to be 
broken down if the Church was to become a world- 
wide Church, and not simply an enlargement of 
Judaism. This prejudice was so deeply embedded in 
the minds of the Jews that it was hard to uproot. 


The tenth chapter of Acts—so familiar to us al] 
—gives the account of the breaking down of this 
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barrier. It is true that Jewish Proselytes and some 
Samaritans had already been approached and won 
for Christ, but this account in the tenth chapter of 
Acts gives the record of the first real “opening of 
the door” to the despised people of other national- 


ities. The man chosen to open the door was Simon 


_ Peter, a strict, and we may say, a strongly preju- 


diced, Jew, one who was exceedingly hard to con- 
vince. This makes it all the more striking and 
meaningful. 


We know the story. Cornelius, a Roman Cen- 
turion, a good and devout man; a man who prayed 
and believed in God, and lived up to the light he 
had, has his vision. He is told to send to Joppa for 
Simon Peter. (Notice two things: First, that being 
a “good” man was not sufficient; he needed Christ; 
Second, that a man was chosen to tell him about 
Christ. God has chosen this method of spreading the 
gospel ). 

In the meantime, Peter is being prepared also by 
a vision. He is taught not to call any man “un- 
clean.”’ While he is still wondering about the vision, 
the men sent from Cornelius arrive, and he goes 
with them to Caesarea, to the home of Cornelius. 
The result was a second Pentecost: the Holy Spirit 
was poured out on Cornelius and his household and 
on the company gathered there, and they were bap- 
tized with water in recognition of the fact that they 
had already been baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
This is another of the many proofs that water bap- 
tism is a sign and symbol of the cleansing power of 
the Holy Spirit. Even the prejudiced Peter was thor- 
oughly convinced that ‘‘God is no respecter of per- 
sons” but receives all who come to Him by faith 
in Jesus Christ. 


It seems strange to us today to see how hard it 
was to convince the Early Church that there was no 
difference between the Jew and the Gentile. We 
have become so used to this plain teaching of the 
Scriptures that it is hard for us to understand 
Peter’s reluctance to go to Cornelius. We know 
that God is gathering from North, East, South, 
and West, from every nation under heaven, those 
who will make up His Church and be in His King- 
dom. All of us realize that the gospel is for the 
blackest negro in Africa as well as the white man; 
that it is for rich and poor, for all classes and con- 
ditions of men. There is no difference in the eyes 
of God. All have sinned; all must be saved in the 
same way. All are His creatures, and are the object 
of His mercy and grace. This was not clear to the 
Jews who made up the Church in the days of the 
apostles, and God had to select another man, Paul. 
to be the Apostle to the Gentiles. 


TI]. ‘For there is No Difference’: 


Romans 10:12-13. 


1. There is no difference as far as their NEED 
is concerned. The religious Jew, the cultured Greek, 
and the ignorant savage, are all sinners. In the first 
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part of Romans Paul has proved this fact. They 
must all stand before a Just God as condemned. 


2. There is no difference in the LOVE and 
MERCY of God; the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all who call upon Him; rich in mercy. It is 
true that the Jews were God’s chosen people and 
that to them were given special revelation and spe- 
cial care. He took this way of preserving the true 
religion in its Jewish form, until, in the fullness of 
time, His Son should come. His plan for the Jews 
was that they should be a blessing to the whole 
world. Jesus camie first to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, giving them the first chance to receive 
their Messiah. His last command was to Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture. It was the whole world that God loved, and 
this whole world was to be evangelized. 


3. There is no difference in the PLAN OF SAL- 
VATION. God does not have one plan for the 
Jew and another for the Gentile; one for the white 
man, and another for the black man; all are saved 
by grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved; but in order for them to call, they 
must believe, and in order for them to believe, they 
must hear, and How can they hear without a 
preacher? The gospel must be proclaimed to all men 
in order that they hear the Good News. When they 
hear and accept Christ as Lord and Saviour, they 
are saved. God has ordained that by “The foolish- 
ness of preaching” men are saved. | think, that in 
this connection, it might be well to remember the 
“alls,” the “‘everyones,” and the ‘‘whosoevers” in 
the Bible. There is ONE Plan of Salvation which 
runs through the entire Bible. The Old Testament 
saints were saved by faith; the New Testament 
saints are saved by faith: the one looked by faith 
to a Saviour Who would come; the other to a 
Saviour Who had come, and died for them on the 


Cross. 


4. There is no difference between the JEW and 
the Greek. I wish to return to this and emphasize 
it again from a slightly different angle. There is a 
strange feeling, and teaching, abroad which seems 
to make a distinction. There is a feeling that the 
Jew is already saved; that the Jewish religion is 
‘Just as good” as Christianity. | suppose that I will 
be called ‘‘narrow” when I say that this is NOT 
TRUE. Paul preached to the Jews of his day and 
warned them that without Christ they were hope- 
lessly lost, just as much lost as the Gentile without 


Christ. We respect the Jew, and marvel at many 


things connected with him, but we MUST NOT 
allow them to get the impression that they are all 
right. The JEW must have Christ hefore he can 


be saved. 


‘Recommend The Journal To Friend 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 13 


B. HOYT EVANS 


Who Rules Our Lives? 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” 
Prayer 
Scripture: John +:31-38 
Hymn: “Saviour, Like A Shepherd, Lead Us”’ 
Offering 
Hymn: “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me” 

PROGRAM LEADER: 


This program is the last of a series. We have 
been looking at the life of Christ for some of the 
qualities in His life which we ought to be develop- 
ing in our own. Of course, we know that Christ 
was the perfection of these qualities, and our lives 
are but poor copies, but that fact does not excuse 
us from trying. 


Tonight we want to think together about the 
controlling principle in life, and again we will get 
the best ideas for our own lives by looking at the 
life of the Lord. If we can find the principle which 
governed Christ’s life and then apply it to our own, 
we ought to be well on the way to happy, successful 
living ... to a way of living that will be pleasing 


to God. 


As a matter of fact, the principle which controlled 
Christ’s life is not hard to find. It was clearly 
stated in the Scripture read tonight. Jesus said, ‘My 
meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and 
to finish His work.”’ This is one of the most fre- 
quent and most prominent statements which Christ 
made while He was on earth. He was expressing 
the same idea in the temple at the age of twelve 
when He said, ‘““Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” All through His ministry 
He was saying the same thing about His life, and 
of course, when He came down to the hours of 
agony in the garden, He expressed the same prin- 
ciple, “Not my will, but thine.”” The principle 
which controlled Christ’s earthly life was His de- 
termination to do the will of His Father. 


If success for Jesus, the son of man, meant seek- 
ing and doing the will of God, then that is the 
only right way for any of us to live. To seek and 
to follow in the will of God should be the con- 
trolling principle for our lives. The will of God 
ruled Jesus’ life. It ought to rule ours. 


The first speaker will contrast the lives of two 
men of the Bible and the life principles they fol- 
lowed. 
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First Speaker: 

This is an interesting contrast because the two 
men had many things in common. They had the 
same name, and they belonged to the same family. 
They were both named Saul, and they both were ot 
the tribe of Benjamin. One was Saul, the son of 
Kish, the first king of Israel. The other was Saul of 
Tarsus, the great missionary of the early Christian 
church. 


The differences between these men were even 
greater than their similarities. There was more dif- 
ference between their later years than between the 
vears of their youth. This sharp contrast is summed 
up most clearly in statements the two men made 
concerning themselves a short time before they died. 
When Saul, the king, came down to the end of his 
life and looked back over it, he said, “‘] have played 
the fool, and have erred exceedingly.””’ When Saul, 


called Paul, wrote his last letter to Timothy, he— 


could say, “I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day:... ” 


There could hardly be more difference between 
the two statements. One man considered his life a 
failure. The other was confident that his life had 
been a success. How shall we account for the dif- 
ference? This is where we come right back to the 
subject we set out to discuss tonight. The two Sauls 
obtained different results in life because they had 
followed different controlling principles. King Saul 
followed his own will more and more. He did what 
he wanted and then sought God’s will later, if at 
all. His controlling principle was to do his own 
will. The principle of the other Saul was quite dif- 
ferent. When the Lord appeared to him on the road 
to Damascus, Paul said, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” That was his attitude for the rest 
of his life. Again, he said, ‘“‘For to me to live is 
Christ.”’” In other words, his principle was. this, 
‘Real living means doing whatever Christ wants 
done.”” The contrast between these two men, the 
two Sauls, ought to make us see how important it 
is to have the right person controlling our lives. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


The very first thing God wants any of us to do 
is to believe in His only-begotten Son who died 
that we might be saved from our sin. This is the 
most important decision any young person can 
make. Our second speaker will discuss the next 
most important decision. 
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Second Speaker: 


After you have accepted Christ as your saviour, 
the thing of greatest importance is to decide what 
you are going to do with your life. Adults are 
given to asking young people what they are going 
to do when they grow up. It is a good thing that 
they are always reminding us that we must make 
this decision. The choice of a life-work is a real 
problem for many young people, but if a young 
person has the right controlling principle, the prob- 
lem will be solved. 


The best thing, yes, the only thing, for you to do 
with your life is what God wants you to do. The 
Bible consistently ‘teaches that God has plans for 
His people, not just for people in general, but for 
each individual person. Furthermore, the Bible 
teaches that God will make His plan for your life 
known to you, if you want to find out what it is 
and if you will be willing to follow it when you 
know it. John 7:17 says, “If any man will do His 
will, he shall know of the doctrine.”’ It is likewise 
true that if we are willing to follow God’s leading, 
He will show us where to go. 


Sometimes God does not give this knowledge of 
what He wants us to do with our lives as quickly 
as we would like to have it. We need to have pa- 
tience as well as willingness. Any mature and suc- 
cessful Christian will tell you that if you are anxious 
to know God’s will for your life and if you are 
willing to follow His leading, He will make it 
very clear what He wants you to do. This is the 
only sure way to a successful life. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


If it is necessary for us to accept God’s plan for 
our salvation, and to follow His overall plan for 
our lives, it is also important to seek His will in 
the every-day details of our lives. The third speaker 
will tell us how this ought to be done. 


Third Speaker: 

It is true that God has detailed plans for us as 
well as the one great master plan for our lives. 
These detailed plans are not so hard to find out, if 
you really want to know them. God has given us a 
book to guide us in this respect. If you are familiar 
with the Bible, you will already know many of the 
things you need to know for every-day living. You 
will know that you ought to love God, and your 
neighbor as yourself. If you will live by that spirit- 
ual yardstick alone, it will solve many of your prob- 
lems about the will of God for your daily living. 
There are many other clear statements and prin- 
ciples in the Bible which reveal the will of God for 
our ordinary conduct. Ask God to make His Spirit 
your teacher, then study the Bible with all dili- 
gence, and you will learn what the will of God is. 
Then, when you know how He wants you to live, 
ask Him to give you the grace to live by the know]l- 
edge you have. This is not something that needs to 
be done just one time. This system of prayer and 
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study and practice must become a daily habit of our 
lives, if we are to live daily in the will of God. 


To THE PrRoGRAM LEADER: 


(Many people say that God ‘calls’ preachers 
and missionaries, but that He leaves other people to 
choose their own “callings.” Ask your young people 
what they think about this statement). 


Hymn: “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross,” 


Stanzas | and 4. 


Women’s Work 


FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


It seems that one of the Christmas rackets 

Is given to folks in the upper brackets 

Showers of luxuries, baubles and beads 

When he has far more than he really needs. 
Outdoing each other and backward leaning 

“Till the spirit of Christmas has lost its meaning. 
Look down the road where the homes aren't big, 
Where for mere necessities one must dig, 
Where the smallest gift seems a fairy prize 
That warms the heart and delights the eyes. 

No fame is there and no earthly treasure, 

But honor and courage in fullest measure; 

So when you give at this Christmas season 

Let service and helpfulness be the reason. 

Let your gift be approved by the Lord above. 
May your gift be a Joy Gift—given in LOVE.” 


—(Mrs. Fred) Alys Conley. 


Allied Youth Deserves 
Your Support 

There are seven million alcoholics and problem 
drinkers in*the U. S. 


350,000 boys and girls were brought to the atten- 
tion of juvenile courts in 1951. 


There were two million major crimes last year. 


Alcoholics and problem drinkers are increasing at 


the rate of 250,000 per year. 


Cost of crimes committed under the influence of 


alcohol upwards of $188,000,000. 
In 1952 America spent $9,570,000,000 for alco- 


holic beverages. 


The youth of America are in trouble. It is im- 
possible to pick up a newspaper or a periodical with- 
out finding youth in difficulty. The way to help 
reduce delinquency is to prevent it from happening 
in the first place. 


Allied Youth is working in high schools on pre- 
vention. AY is helping young people to get at their 
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own problems—problems that adults cannot solve. 
Allied Youth sets up Posts in the high schools to 
study the alcohol problem and to promote a social 
program, emphasizing that the best good times in the 
world can be had without drinking. It has wonder- 
ful success in winning the response of young people. 


Allied Youth is non-sectarian and non-political 
and is not trying to build laws; it is loyal to the 
American way of life, helping young people to learn 
the facts about alcohol and to make up their minds. 


This year Allied Youth has worked in 36 states, 


12 of these are with our Assembly. 


Texas leads America in number of Posts and 
members, with North Carolina coming second. Our 
largest Post is at Amarillo, with over 1,000 mem- 
bers. 


We have been fortunate in having the covopera- 
tion of State Departments of Education in helping 
us work in schools. 


Allied Youth’s future is bright. Beginning in 
September a new man joined the staff of AY. 
He will be the Extension Director Secretary and 
will help in meeting the many demands for our 
service. 


—Bhd Allied Youth. 
Goals For The Individual 


Christian W oman 


by Woman’s Advisory Council). 
In Her Personal Life 


1. That stewardship be recognized as an integral 
part of the Christian experience and receive contin- 
ual and not seasonal emphasis only. 


2. That she accept her responsibility to pray and 
work more earnestly for the fulfillment of the two- 
fold goal of the Division of Evangelism: (a) Reach- 
ing the Unreached. (b) Enlisting in Christian Ser- 
vice. 


3. That she witness for Christ in her day by day 
living thus impressing men, women, and young peo- 
ple with the value and significance of daily work as 
a Christian vocation. 


+. ‘That, realizing the importance of personal 
example, she abstain from all harmful and question- 
able social practices. 


In Her Family Life 


1. ‘That she uphold the importance and sacred- 
ness of family unit. 


2. That she encourage every family to worship 
as a group, in the home and in the church. 


In Her Congregational Life 


1. That, as a member of a particular church, she 
recognize her share of that congregation’s responsi- 
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(Based on General Assembly Actions, Adopted 


bility for the total work of the Church—Presby- 
tery, Synod, General Assembly—as assigned to it by 
Presbytery’s Stewardship Committee or Council. 


2. That she become better acquainted with her 
Church schools and colleges and join with her con 
gregation in encouraging and assisting boys anc 
girls to attend these Presbyterian institutions. 


3. That she encourage and work toward « 
Church-wide participation in the Joy Gift offering | 
the study seasons for World Missions and Church 
Extension and the weeks of Prayer and Self-Denial 


for World Missions and Church Extension. 
In Her Inter-Church Life 


1. That she participate in and encourage the 
World-wide Bible reading from Thanksgiving 
through Christmas. 


2. That with prayer and humility — seeking 
God’s will for our beloved Church and not her 
own — she study the “Plan Providing for Union.”’ 


the “Plan Providing for Union” be made in-t 
light of Christian love and mutual forbearance. 


In Her Community Life 


1. That she include in her study and thinking 
the basic problems confronting industry and _ the 


Church. 


2. That she, with her Church, practice no dis- 
crimination in. ministering to the needs of people 
even as the love of God in Christ embraces all peo- 
ple alike. 


3. That all statements about and discussion M 


3. That she use wisely her right of suffrage and 
work for the same privilege for all citizens. 


+. That she cooperate with efforts to promote 
week-day religious education in her community in 
view of the Supreme Court decision that released 
time from public schools does not necessarily con- 
stitute a violation of the Constitution of the United 
States. | 


In Her World Life 


1. ‘That because during this nine month year there 
is no special season for World Missions, she make 
use of every opportunity to foster this basic work 


of the Church. 


2. ‘That wherever possible she, as an individual or 
as a member of a group, assume a definite responsi- 
bility for a definite part of the World Missions 
work. 


3. That she continue to send used clothing, blan- 
kets, et¢. as contributions from the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. to Church World Service or to our 


missionaries in Korea. 


4. That she support the Easter Offering for 
Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. 
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5. That, because our General Assembly has _re- 
atirmed its belief in the purpose and program of the 
\'nited Nations, she use every opportunity to ac- 
quaint herself with its program and achievement. 


Church Attendance 
In America 


Church membership does not tell the full story. 
‘The people of the United States are not nearly as 
deeply religious as the number enrolled in the 
churches would seem to indicate. A national survey 
reveals that while 99°¢, of the people of this country 
believe in God, yet of adults 18 years of age or 
over, 35,000,000 never attend church, 38,000,000 
attend sometimes, and only 35,000,000 go to church 
regularly every Lord’s Day. 


According to the survey the Roman Catholics 
showed up better than other groups on the attend- 
ance score. 18 per cent of those who declared them- 
selves Roman Catholics did not attend at all, while 
62 per cent attend every week. The total of all 
Protestant groups who do not attend at all is 32%. 
Only 25% of the Protestants go to church every 
Sabbath while an additional 43% go irregularly, 
that is, at least once, twice or three times a month. 


It is a well known fact that more women attend 
church than men. 33°, of the women go to church 
every Lord’s Day whereas only 29° of the men at- 
tend. Approximately five out of every ten men go 
to church twice a month or better. 


The 18 to 24 years of age group has the best 
showing for the greatest number attending church 
weekly. The figure for this age group is 34°%, which 
is 2°, above the national figure. 


Despite the popular opinion to the contrary the 
survey reveals that the “highest degree of education 
leads to the most frequent weekly attendance, 36% 
attending weekly as against 25% who do not at- 
tend.” 


The type "ol work one does seems to have little 
bearing on one’s church attendance. The profes- 
sional, managerial, and white-collar workers show 
slightly better attendance record than other groups, 
but the difference is not great enough to be particu- 
larly significant. 


Among the larger denominations of Protestants 
it was found that 26% of the Baptists do not attend 
at all and only 28% attend every Lord’s Day. 30% 
of the Methodists do not attend at all and only 
20°% attend every Lord’s Day. 36% of the Luther- 
ans do not attend at all and only 17° attend every 
Lord’s Day. 31°% of the Presbyterians do not attend 
at all and only 17°, attend every Lord’s Day. 42% 
of the Congregationals do not attend at all and 
only 10% attend every Lord’s Day. 30% of the 
Episcopalians do not attend at all and only 20% 
attend every Lord’s Day. Other denominations are 
lumped together and of them 34% do not attend 
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at all and only 31° attend each Lord’s Day. The 
groups between those not attending at all and those 
attending each week were found to attend any- 
where from one to three times a month. The Pres- 
byterians, for example, show 14% attending once a 
month or less, 14%% attending twice a month and 
23°%, attending about three times a month. 


The survey would indicate that entirely too many 
professing Christians take their church responsibility 
entirely too lightly and indifferently. The strength 
and effectiveness of the churches could be doubled 
or tripled if all those who are now on the church 
rolls were to become active and regular attenders 
at at least one church service on each Lord’s Day. 


—From ‘“The Christian Statesman.” 


Ten Years Of Bible Reading 
Theme—"The Book Of Hope” 


Back in 1943 a lonely Marine out in the south- 
west Pacific Ocean wrote a letter to his mother in 
Philadelphia which made history. He told his par- 
ents that he wished they could join with him in the 
daily reading of identical passages in their Bible. 
This bond of fellowship, he said, would make it 
seem as though they were not separated halfway 
around the world from one another. 


The mother telephoned an American Bible Society 
office to ask if she could be provided with some 
copies of a list of daily Bible readings. Such lists 
were prepared and circulated to others. Thereafter 
throughout the war years thousands of service men 
and their families shared an experience similar to 
this mother and her absent son. 


As the movement spread, added impetus was given 
this program of concerted reading by utilizing the 
weeks just prior to Christmas. Millions asked for 
the selections which commenced with daily readings 
at Thanksgiving time. The initial printing of 
6,000,000 copies of the bookmark had to be more 
than doubled the first year. 


‘The aim has constantly been to encourage wider 
use of the Bible as a source of inspiration, guidance 
and self-help, with the hope that many will be won 
to faithful, regular soul-feeding on the eternal words 
of Scripture. 


The high point of the program has remained 
Universal Bible Sunday, the second Sunday of De- 
cember, observed since 1904 in thousands of 
churches of all denominations throughout the Unit- 
ed States and in hundreds of churches overseas. 
Combining Universal Bible Sunday with World- 
wide Bible Reading has resulted in the most wide- 
spread crusade ever to reach the American public 


on behalf of reading God’s Word. 


The first year the main objective was to saturate 
the American public non-church people as well as 
those in the churches, on behalf of Bible reading on 
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a national scale. Because of the way the idea was 
spontaneously taken up by other countries definite 
expansion overseas resulted. Nineteen foreign na- 
tions participated at the outset. 


Church News 


Dr. Gardner Is Installed 


Qn Sunday morning, November 8, 1953, the 
congregation of the First Presbyterian Church, Lex- 
ington, Ky., were privileged to participate in im- 
pressive installation services for its new Pastor, 
Rev. William Vardaman Gardner, D.D., who had 


accepted an unanimous call to its pastorate. 


Rev. Thomas M. Johnston, of Lexington, pre- 
sided. Dr. William S. Webb read the Scripture, 
Rev. Walter K. Maude made the Pastoral Prayer, 
and Dr. Frank H. Caldwell preached the sermon. 


Rev. Robert Stuart Sanders, D.D., Lexington, 
gave the Charge to the Pastor, and Judge Mac 
Swinford charged the Congregation. 


Dr. Gardner began his service with the First 
Church early in October, coming from the First 
Presbyterian Church, Greenville, Miss., where for 
the year previous he had served as stated supply. 


The officers and congregation of the First Church 
feel a real sense of gratitude to Providence in pro- 
viding them with so gracious and so able a leader 
and confidently anticipate a deepened growth in both 
the material and spiritual life of the church under 
his ministry. 


Agnes Scott News 


Catherine Marshall author of the best-selling ‘“‘A 
Man Called Peter,” has been named to an alumnae 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa at Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, her alma mater. 


Dr. Elizabeth Crigler, secretary of the Agnes 
Scott chapter of the national scholastic honorary 
society, said today that Mrs. Marshall’s accept- 
ance had reached her. The election was ‘‘a most 
pleasant and happy surprise,”’ the author wrote. She 
will be initiated on a visit to the college next spring. 


Alumnae membership in Phi Beta Kappa is 
awarded for “high intellectual achievement” since 
graduation from college. Mrs. Marshall, whose “A 
Man Called Peter” has been on the New York 
Times best seller list for more than two years and 
will soon be made into a movie, has published three 
other volumes: an edition of sermons and prayers 
by the late Dr. Peter Marshall, her husband; a col- 
lection of religious stories for children; and “‘Let’s 
Keep Christmas,” scheduled to go on sale this month 


(Nov. 1953). 
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A 1936 graduate of Agnes Scott, where she met 
Peter Marshall, the former Catherine Wood as a 
student was outstanding as a debater and was a co2- 
tributor to student publications. Her husband te- 
came a national figure as chaplain of the U. S. Sen- 
ate and pastor of the New York Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in Washington. 


New Truck For The P.T.L. 


A new, fully-equipped sound truck was recently 
presented to The Pocket Testament League and 
shipped to Korea to be used by PTL evangelists 
in the League’s campaign of Scripture distribution 
and evangelization there. 


The car a green 114 ton Chevrolet panel truck, 
was the gift of the Brookdale Baptist Church of 
Bloomfield, New Jersey, and has been christened 
‘The Brookdale.” It was purchased and complete- 
ly outfitted by the church, under the leadership of 
Pastor Charles W. Anderson, and is the second 
sound truck given by the church for this work. 


Presentation of ‘““The Brookdale’ was made at a 
service which marked the opening of the church’s 
week-long missionary conference in September. At 
this service the new Pocket Testament League film, 
“Operation Orient,’ was shown and Mr. Alfred 
A. Kunz, Executive Director of the League, out- 
lined what is being done by PTL workers in the 
Orient. Pastor Anderson presented the keys to the 
new sound truck to Mr. Kunz. 


This makes the sixth such sound truck that The 
Pocket Testament League now has at work in the 
Orient. Pastor Anderson previously took one of 
these trucks, ‘““The Anderson,” with him .on his 
first missionary trip to the Orient. 


Putting New Interest In 


The Sunady Night Service 


In the one hundred and ninety-one years of its 
history, Hopewell Presbyterian Church has been 
faithful in presenting the Gospel of Christ in the 
morning worship services. 


For some time, the need of Sunday Evening Ser- 
vices has been felt. On Sunday, Sept. 27th the con- 
gregation voted unanimously in favor of beginning 
regular Sunday night meetings. The first of the 
night services began October 11th at 7:30 P. M. 


The night meetings will be less formal. They will 
have more congregational singing of the old Gospel 
hymns. Young people will be given more part. Spe- 
cial music of a wider variety will be used. Visiting 
speakers will be frequent. Christian films will be 
shown after services occasionally. All friends in the 
area are invited to attend these services, especially 
those who have no night services in their own 
churches. 
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( entral Steel Creek Church 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Rev. Robert G. Balnicky, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Troy, N. C., came to Central 
Steel Creek Church on Oct. 26th to conduct a 
revival service for one week. The people were fully 
imnressed with his sincerity, deep spirituality and 
most attractive and persuasive presentation of the 
truth and challenge of the Bible at the first ser- 
vice. Out of a wealth of personal experience and a 
positive persuasion of the authority and full in- 
spiration of the Scriptures he brought gospel mes- 
sages that made strong appeal for definite commit- 
ment of life to Christ. Six young people were re- 
ceived into church membership on profession of faith 
in Christ, two were received by transfer of mem- 
bership and one young man decided definitely to 
enter the ministry. Services conducted by Rev. Bal- 
nicky will be’ a blessing to any congregation. 

—R. A. Young, Pastor. 


Batesville, Ark. 


Dr. Stuart R. Oglesby, pastor of the Central 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., is the speaker 
for the Religious Emphasis Week at Arkansas Col- 
lege this week. He is speaking in the college chapel 
in the mornings and at the Presbyterian Church in 
the evenings. 


A native of Hope, Ark., Dr. Oglesby was the 
pastor of the Presbyterian church in Monticello and 
Hot Springs before he assumed his present charge. 
While in these earlier pastorates, he was a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Arkansas College. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Maxton, N. C., November 17, 1953. — The 
Board of Trustees of Presbyterian Junior College, 
at its semi-annual meeting, selected its officers: Ed- 
win Pate, Laurinburg, N. C., chairman; Dr. S. H. 
Fulton, Laurinburg, N. C., vice-chairman; James 
L. McNair, Jr., Maxton and Laurinburg, N. C., 
secretary. Approval was given to a program of 
building and repairs and to the plan, up to the full 
amount specified for such purposes in the recent 
campaign. 

Plans for the second semester beginning January 
25, 1954, were announced. An effort is to be made 
to secure gifts of $5,000 for a program designed to 
acquaint the people of the Synod with the outstand- 
ing educational opportunities offered by the college 
and preparatory department. 


“Prayer Fires” 


Rev. B. I. Anderson, pastor First Presbyterian 
Church of Pontotoc, Miss., and Chairman of Evan- 
yelism in East Mississippi Presbytery, using the 9th 
chapter of Daniel, has prepared for church member- 
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N O W is the time 
to consider 


ANNUITY GIFTS 


For over fifty years our Board of World Mis- 
sions has operated its Annuity Gift Plan with 
notable success. The provisions of this Plan 
enable you to accomplish two most desirable 
results with one transaction. 


You buy an annuity which returns you a de- 
pendable semi-annual income for the rest of 
your life, and which may even be set up so as 
to continue paying the same returns to a sur- 
vivor. 


After the annuity obligation is met in full, your 
original gift becomes part of the mission funds 
of our Board and helps to spread the Gospel in 
foreign fields. 


You thus have the advantage: of distributing 
your own estate while yet alive, but without 
loss of needed income. Liberal tax exemptions 
are also worth considering. 


These and other features of our Annuity Gift 
Plan are set forth in an informative booklet, 
“A Guaranteed Life Investment With Mutual 
Benefits For Yourself And Others.” Write for a 
free copy today. 


CURRY B. NEAAM, TREASURER 
BoarD or VoRLD Missi0Ns 
Pressvremian CHurcn in tHe Unireo Stares 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Foretga Missions a Share” 
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ship a suggested guide for prayer in carrying out 
the present program of Evangelism It is called 
“Prayer Fires,” and designed ‘‘to demonstrate the 
need of supporting all of our Evangelistic Work by 
the Power of God through true spiritual prayer.’’ 
The outline consists of nine “‘‘torches” with which 
to light the fires of Prayer, covering three type- 
written pages. 


“Prayer Fires” will be very helpful to pastors or 
any groups banded together for prayer in this vital 
issue. 


Copies may be obtained by writing to Rev. B. I. 
Anderson, Pontotoc, Miss. 


New Pastor For Vivian 


Vivian, W. Va.—Rev. S. M. Houck, our last 
regular pastor, resigned in 1946. Since then we 
have been supplied by the Rev. Messrs. F. W. Chris- 
tie, C. W. McNutt and F. A. Brown, D. D. and 
by students, Messrs. Archer Tullidge and Denver 
Lively. On Sunday evening, November Ist, Blue- 
stone presbytery installed Rev. F. E. Manning, Sr., 
as our pastor. At the close of the service we ordain- 
ed and installed Joseph Williams as an elder. Four- 
teen ministers and elders from five churches as- 
sisted. 


Our Moderator Speaks To 
The Women Of The Church 


As Paul rejoiced in the noble Christian women of 
his day—Priscilla, Lois, Eunice, Julia, Lydia, Euo- 
dia, Apphia, Rufus’ mother, Nereus’ sister, and 
others—so we rejoice in you. We thank God for 
you and take courage. 


God save you from contentment with yourselves 
or your fine achievements. There are new tasks to 
undertake and old tasks to do better. The bringing 
of our vocations, homes, social relationships, recrea- 
tions, culture and world outlook, into obedience 
to the mind of Christ, demands a spiritual commit- 
ment and courage beyond anything yet seen. In 
material blessings and privileges you excel the 
women of every nation. This of itself is a peril un- 
less matched by humble, inspired religious faith and 
consecration. 


We need you greatly this year to set a high 
spiritual tone for all our Church life, to show us 
the Christian art of holding truth in love, to help 
us build highways for God’s Kingdom at home and 
abroad, and to keep our vision centered upon things 
that matter most. 


May God give you all wisdom and grace for your 
high calling and opportunity, and bless our Church 
mightily in and through you. 


—Frank W. Price, Moderator, 
Presbyterian Church 
in the United States. 
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A New Field Representative 


Mrs. Vernon Crawford began on September ‘5 
a period of six months service as a Field Represe1- 
tative of the Board of Women’s Work. Mrs. Cravw- 
ford is a graduate of Winthrop College, Rock Hil, 
South Carolina and former missionary to Japan. 
She has had wide experience as a teacher and also 
in many phases of Women’s Work. Through her 
service with her husband, Rev. Vernon Crawfor«, 
who is Executive Secretary in Augusta-Macon Pres- 
bytery, she has had contact with many churches in 
the home field. 


Mrs. Crawford is available for service to Women 
of the Church organizations especially to smal! 
groups, where there is a need felt for advice regard- 
ing problems in the local organization, or the giving 
of information regarding materials available from 
the office of the Board of Women’s Work. She is 
available for conference with leaders charged with 
special responsibilities in the Women’s organiza- 
tion in the local church. 


This service, financed by the Honorary Life 
Membership Fund, makes possible the securing of a 
Field Representative without cost to the local group, 
though if any group can care for entertainment and 
share in travel expenses, this is welcome, but not 
necessary. Arrangements for schedule of Field 
Representatives are made through the office of the 


Board of Women’s Work. 


BOOKS 


“The Expositor’ s 
Dictionary Of Texts” 


Volume I. Genesis - St. Mark. Volume II, St. 
Luke - Revelation. By W. Robertson Nicoll, Jane 
T. Stoddart, and James Moffatt. Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Price, Two Volumes, $15.00. 


‘The Expositor’s Dictionary of Texts’ is more 
than just a massive collection of sermonic materials 
from the world’s great preachers and expositors. 
It is a unique dictionary of expositions, textual 
homilies, and illustrations of every verse or para- 
graph of the Bible which can be used as a sermon 
text. Each exposition is given in outline form and 
presented under a topical heading. 


In this volume choice literary allusions illustrate 
the exposition of each text. Thus, the substance and 
structure of a complete sermon is provided for any 
text that the busy preacher may wish to use. At 
the end of each volume is a topical index to all the 
expositions to guide the preacher to those portions 
of the Scripture which deal with the subject of his 
choosing. 


Here is the most complete and exhaustive diction- 
ary of expository and sermonic ljterature ever made 
available. It is the ripe fruit from the world’s richest 
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COMPLETE, PRACTICAL 


HABLE LESSONS 


@ TEAC 


@ PROFUSE ILLUSTRATIONS 


e LARGE-FACE TYPE 


STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY will be an 
invaluable assistant to Sunday-school teachers 
and Bible students alike. 

Every lesson—every week—offers EIGHT pages 
to provide the best in S. S. teaching! Includes 
Scripture, lesson background, explanation of 
text, daily Bible readings, main points of the 
lesson, discussion and application, truth for 
daily living, lesson quiz, visual-aid suggestions, 
and teaching plan for both youth and adults. 
448 pages, large 81'/2x Il-inch size, board 
cover and protective paper jacket. A great 


teachers 
have been 
ng tor? 


@ TWO-COLOR PRINTING 
@ 8 PAGES OF HELP reas 
EACH LESSON 


at your bookstore or 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 


20 E. CENTRAL PARKWAY 


CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 


sermonic vineyard: Alexander Maclaren, John 
Keble, B. F. Wescott, John Henry Newman, Joseph 
Parker, J. H. Jowett, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 
Campbell Morgan, and many others—are all repre- 
sented here. This attractive and serviceable diction- 
ary will be a great help to thousands of busy pas- 
tors. 


“The New Testament— 
99 
e 


_ By Merrill C. Tenney. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $5.50. 


The author shares in the conviction with evan- 
gelical believers that a broad knowledge of the Bible 
is an integral part of basic education. He tells us 
that the material which is learned in the home or 
the Suriday School needs to be reinforced by aca- 
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demic study if the young believer is to become set- 
tled in his faith. To accomplish this end he insists 
that required courses in Bible are necessary. As a 
teacher of Bible for many years, the writer points 
out that Bible survey is fundamental to all Bible 
study. For a student to comprehend any part or 
doctrine of the Scriptures he must know what they 
teach as a whole. The message of the New Testa- 
ment can be apprehended best when one has some 
comprehension of the world into which it first came. 
With these presuppositions in mind the author pre- 
sents in this volume an historical and analytical 
survey of the twenty-two books of the New Testa- 


ment, 


The outlines in this volume are intended chiefly 
as models by the aid of which the teacher or the 
student may construct others that are original. The 
classified list of books at the end will provide am- 
ple material for collateral reading and research. 
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Dr. Tenney suggests that the teacher should supple- 
ment the use of this book with his own lectures, 
developing in detail the phases of thought which are 
only suggested here. Biblical references will facili- 
tate an independent study of the text to verify or to 
enlarge the themes which it presents. 


Dr. Tenney has rendered a real service to the 
field of New Testament interpretation by system- 
atically arranging the facts of the New Testament, 
and putting them at the disposal of the student to 
be used as a compact and suggested guide with 
which he can interpret the book for himself. 


“The Moody Bible 
Story Book” 


By Moody Press, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 
10, Ill. Price $4.95. 


Based on an outstanding Dutch Bible Story, this 
book has been carefully edited so as to be readily 
understood by children of all ages. It carefully fol- 
lows the Bible narrative. This book will be invalu- 
able to parents, Sunday School teachers and chil- 
dren’s workers. There are 164 charming, two-color 
illustrations scattered throughout the volume. This 
new and distinctive Bible story book will bring to 
life the narratives of the Old and New Testaments 
in such a way to hold the child’s interest and to 
impress on his mind the great Bible truths. 


“David” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Meyer writes, ‘““The character and life of 
David are supremely fascinating, not only to holy 
souls whose deepest thoughts have been expressed 
in his unrivaled Psalms but to all men: because of 
their humanness ; they have variety; they are sharply 
contrasted experiences; their exhibition of traits of 
generosity and courage must always elicit admir- 
ation.” 


It is because David had his “ups and downs” as 
we all do, that the story of his life is so helpful and 
meaningful for Christians today. Dr. Meyer’s deep 
understanding of this common trait has given him 
the ability to present the lessons from David’s life 
so helpfully and understandably. The author has 
written a thrilling, authentic, and thoughtful biog- 
raphy of David, the man who pleased God. 


“Some Secrets Of 
Christian Living” 

By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $1.95. 


There are many philosophies concerning how life 
should be lived. Of all the philosophies of life, per- 
haps the one most often discussed and thought about 
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is the Christian philosophy. Dr. Meyer does nit 
treat Christian living as a philosophy, however, bit 
he treats it practically and sanely as would be u'- 
derstood by all. He discusses Christian living und¢r 
such headings as ‘““The Appropriation of Christ,’ 
“Christ’s Proprietorship,” “Guidance,” “The Ful - 
ness of the Spirit,” “Our Work for Christ,” an | 
other similar subjects. The author’s exceptiona! 
ability to reduce weighty philosophy to practica! 
methods and simple, yet dynamic, language is an 
ample evidence in this timely volume which shoul« 
come to find a prominent place in every Christian’, 
personal library. 


Abraham” 


By F. B. Meyer. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.50. 


Dr. Meyer explains in his preface, “Abraham was 
great through his faith . . . that faith was at first 
but a silver thread—not stronger than that which 


trembles in the humblest and weakest reader of 


these lines but wherever faith is, it is the link with 
Omnipotence: the channel for the Divine communi- 
cations; the wire along which the Fire of Heaven 
may travel and as it is used according to the promp- 
tings of the Divine Spirit and in obedience to His 
commands, will grow. It grew in Abraham and it 
will grow in 


Dr. Meyer traces this growth through such chap- 
ters as the following: ‘““The Divine Summons,” ‘‘Go- 
ing Down Into Egypt,” “Separated From Lot,” 
“The Firmness of Abraham’s Faith,” “The Sign of 
the Covenant,” ‘““The Soul’s Answer to the Divine 
Summons.”’ Few books do a better job of explain- 
ing the Genesis growth and maturity of religious 


faith. 


“From Lawyer To Preacher— 
An Autobiography By 
H. J. Appelman” 


Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Price $ .50. 


This autobiographical work is published for the 
purpose of helping Jews and Gentiles to come to 
know Jesus Christ as Messiah, and Saviour 
from all sin. The author has a burden for the souls 
of his own people—the Jews. God has graciously 
blessed him in his witness to the Jewish race. This 
small volume is packed with human interest. 


LITTLE JETTS YOUTH TALES 
Wade C. Smith 
Price $2.00 — Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville... North Carolina 
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AFTER-WHY NOT BEFORE? 


val The proposed Plan of Union provides for congregations to vote whether to 
an | stay in or get out of the union during the year after union has been approved. 
1's Why should not congregations vote on this vital matter before the vote 
in the General Assembly and the Presbyteries? It is of great significance 


that where such votes have been taken already most of them have been 


©, overwhelmingly against union. 

s i Recognizing the importance of such a provision, Lafayette Presbytery 
st . 

h in Missouri took the following action: 

rt 

: “The Presbytery of Lafayette recommends that, inasmuch as union 


involves the whole membership of a particular Church and not merely 
the zudgment and feelings of those from the Session who shall repre- 
sent it; before any Presbytery votes on union each particular Church 
in that Presbytery shall have a duly called congregational meeting and 
by a three-fourths majority vote of those present instruct tts delegates 
as to how tt wants them to vote. 


... Packed Presbyteries were the source of much bitter feeling 
when union was effected between the Cumberland and U.S.A. 
Churches. It 1s the yudgment of Lafayette Presbytery that every par- 
ticular church membership should have a voice in the matter of union 
before and not after union 1s effected, other than the voice of delegates 
representing the Session only.” 


To the cry of those who will say that this is “congregationalism” and not 
Presbyterianism we would reply that it provides for a Christian solution to a 
difficult problem. Surely those who favor union want the final decisien to 
‘represent the wishes of the Church as a whole??? —-— 


SEND FOR SAMPLES OF LITERATURE 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AND CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 
H. B. Dendy, Secy. Weaverville, 
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